[A case of advanced large cell lung carcinoma for whom fourth-line chemotherapy of cisplatin and gemcitabine proved effective for the first time].
A 56-year-old Japanese man who was suffering from dry cough and right neck mass visited our hospital. Chest X-ray revealed a lung mass shadow in the lower left lung field. We diagnosed it as an advanced large cell carcinoma after conducting transbronchial lung biopsy and neck lymphnode biopsy. A right neck mass enlarged after three chemotherapy regimens of carboplatin and vinorelbine for first-line, docetaxel for second-line, and TS-1 and cisplatin for third-line. Finally, cisplatin (80 mg/m(2), day 1) and gemcitabine (800 mg/m(2), day 1, 8) were administered as fourth-line therapy. Partial response was observed after completing four chemotherapy cycles. In this case, the fourth-line chemotherapy, consisting of cisplatin and gemcitabine, proved effective for refractory NSCLC. Further research should be conducted regarding third-line chemotherapy for NSCLC patients with good performance status.